
 

PEÑALAJO ESTATE 
HOME OF THE IBERIAN LYNX 
Introduction 

The Estate of Peñalajo in the province of Ciudad Real, was always a reference in the 
conservation of the natural environment and agricultural habitats so characteristic of southern 
Spain.

The estate farm is grazed with merino sheep and the olive trees are harvested, it is now is 
barely hunted, making a transition towards a diversification of the uses of the territory and 
environmental sustainability.

The ecotourism, so important in other points of the Iberian Peninsula, begins with use of 
Peñalajo Estate, located approximately 2-hours south of Madrid.  

The Iberian lynx (Lynx pardinus) is the main emblem and pride of the estate.

Peñalajo estate is home to an extraordinary number of wild rabbit and red-legged (French) 
partridge, this factor has been decisive for the increasing of number of “Iberian lynx”.

At present this estate keeps three Iberian lynx breeding territories with around 14 adult 
individuals living in the estate permanently.



The Peñalajo estate has a female Iberian lynx that annually is caring for her litter of kittens in 
a haystack in the middle of the estate between bails of hay and straw, which guarantees 
extraordinary visibility of the lynx and an easy location for photography.

This is an absolutely extraordinary place to enjoy of this emblematic specie and also do it with 
absolute tranquility in a very well preserved ecosystem.

Together with Iberian lynx, Peñalajo is an extraordinary for birding. In the estate for example, 
we can find two Iberian imperial eagle nests, a good population of black vulture and a high 
density of sandgrouse, little bustards and marsh harrier during our stay during the winter 
months.

We can also find Glossy Ibis, Stone curlew, Golden eagles, Rollers, Lesser kestrel or Black 
winged kites, in short, a complete ornithological mediterranean community.

We must not forget the proximity of other ornithological points of interest that are 
easily combined with the visit to the Estate, such as the Tablas de Daimiel National Park 
Navaseca lagoon, fantastic wintering places for thousands of birds.



Location 
 

One of the great attractions of the estate is undoubtedly the accommodation and all meals 
are on-site.

The Peñalajo estate has its own accommodation, a beautiful manorial house dating from the 
1950s. Over the last decades served as accommodation for members of all European Royal 
houses; such as Rainier of Monaco, Simeon of Bulgaria or Juan Carlos and many others.

The accommodation has capacity for 14 people.

The estate house has the following services:

• Hall
• Living room
• Dinning room
• Fully equipped kitchen
• 4 Double rooms with bathroom
• 2 Double rooms with adjoining bathroom
• 2 double rooms without bathroom
• Bathroom
• Pool

The facilities gives all visitors the opportunity to stay on the estate without displacement and 
with total privacy, leaving through the door of the estate farmhouse, directly into the habitat of 
the Iberian lynx and with amazing possibilities for photography, thus avoiding crowds of 
observers and photographers as found in other locations such as Sierra Andújar.





 

Peñalajo Estate / Iberian lynx 

The Iberian lynx became extinct at the end of the last century in the south of Ciudad 

Real province, mainly due to its direct persecution and the disease of the wild rabbit.

The IBERLINCE project, promoted by different autonomous communities, began its works 
in 1994 due to the alarming situation namely the rapid decline of the Iberian lynx in this 
region.  

One of the essential objectives of the project was to return the Iberian lynx to the territories 
where it became extinct in recent times, thanks to this project and the efforts of the owners 
and WWF the Iberian lynx has returned to the Peñalajo estate in unprecedented numbers in 
the last decade and thanks to its excellent habitat and the high density of rabbits have 
managed to establish three breeding territories in record time.

Today there are three breeding females on the farm "Mesta" and "Odrina" with floating males 
in the area and always a large number of year kittens and some juveniles from previous years.

The estate has an open forest structure and there are observation points where the hot 
spots are well dominated. The estate owners have installed over twenty-six camera traps 
so we always know which hides are going to provide the best photography opportunities.



 




